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95 - Remarks at an Unveiling Ceremony at the George Washington
Masonic National Memorial, Alexandria, Virginia.
February 17, 1975

Most  w or sh ipfu l Br oth er  Ellis,  m ost  w or sh ipfu l Br oth er  Fow ler ,  g r a n d m a ster s a n d oth er  officer s

of th e fr a ter n ity ,  Br oth er s,  a n d fr ien ds:

Let  m e, a t  th e ou tset ,  ex pr ess m y  deepest  per son a l g r a t itu de to Br oth er  Ellis for  h is m or e th a n

g en er ou s obser v a t ion s a n d com m en ts,  a n d I tr u ly  h ope th a t  m y  per for m a n ce in  th e fu tu r e w ill

bea r  ou t  th e com m en ts th a t  h e h a s m a de con cer n in g  th e pa st .  I a m  deeply  g r a tefu l for  th ose

v er y  kin d w or ds.

Th e dedica t ion  of th is m eda llion  g iv es m e a  g r ea t  per son a l plea su r e a n d, of cou r se,  is a n  h on or

th a t  I w ill a lw a y s ch er ish .

Wh en  I took m y  oblig a t ion  a s a  m a ster  m a son --in ciden ta lly ,  w ith  m y  th r ee y ou n g er  br oth er s--I

r eca lled th e v a lu e m y  ow n  fa th er  a tta ch ed to th a t  or der .  Bu t  I h a d n o idea  th a t  I w ou ld ev er  be

a dded to th e com pa n y  of th e Fa th er  of ou r  Cou n tr y  a n d 1 2  oth er  m em ber s of th e or der  w h o a lso

ser v ed a s Pr esiden ts of th e Un ited Sta tes.

Ma son ic pr in ciples--in ter n a l,  n ot  ex ter n a l--a n d ou r  or der 's v ision  of du ty  to cou n tr y  a n d

a ccepta n ce of God a s a  Su pr em e Bein g  a n d g u idin g  lig h t  h a v e su sta in ed m e du r in g  m y  y ea r s of

Gov er n m en t  ser v ice.  Toda y  especia lly ,  th e g u idelin es by  w h ich  I str iv e to becom e a n  u pr ig h t

m a n  in  Ma son r y  g iv e m e g r ea t  per son a l str en g th .

Ma son ic pr ecepts ca n  h elp A m er ica  r eta in  ou r  in spir in g  a spir a t ion s w h ile a da ptin g  to a  n ew  a g e.

It  is a ppa r en t  to m e th a t  th e Su pr em e A r ch itect  h a s set  ou t  th e du t ies ea ch  of u s h a s to per for m ,

a n d I h a v e tr u sted in  His w ill w ith  th e kn ow ledg e th a t  m y  tr u st  is w ell-fou n ded.

A s ou r  Na tion  a ppr oa ch es its 2 00th  a n n iv er sa r y ,  w e do liv e in  v er y  ch a llen g in g  t im es.  It  w a s

a lm ost  2 00 y ea r s a g o,  in  th e da r kest  da y s of ou r  w a r  for  in depen den ce,  th a t  Geor g e Wa sh in g ton

a n sw er ed a  qu est ion  th a t  is som etim es a sked toda y .  Th e qu est ion  is w h eth er  th in g s a r e a s ba d a s

som e sa y .

Geor g e Wa sh in g ton  a n sw er ed, a n d I qu ote: "We sh ou ld n ev er  despa ir .  Ou r  situ a t ion  befor e h a s

been  u n pr om isin g  a n d h a s ch a n g ed for  th e better ,  so I tr u st  it  w ill a g a in .  If n ew  difficu lt ies a r ise,

w e m u st  on ly  pu t  for th  n ew  ex er t ion s a n d pr opor t ion  ou r  effor ts to th e ex ig en cy  of th e t im es."

Let  u s toda y  r ededica te ou r selv es to n ew  effor ts--a s Ma son s a n d a s A m er ica n s.  Let  u s dem on str a te

ou r  con fiden ce in  ou r  belov ed Na tion  a n d a  fu tu r e th a t  w ill flow  fr om  th e g lor y  of th e pa st .

Wh en  I th in k of.  th e th in g s r ig h t  a bou t  A m er ica ,  I th in k of th is or der  w ith  its sen se of du ty  to

cou n tr y ,  its esteem  for  br oth er h ood a n d tr a dit ion a l v a lu es,  its spir itu a l h ig h  pr in ciples,  a n d its h u m ble a ccepta n ce of God a s th e

Su pr em e Bein g .

Toda y  w e h on or  ou r  fir st  Pr esiden t ,  w h o w a s a lso ou r  fir st  Ma son ic Pr esiden t .

In  a  let ter  in  1 7 9 8  to th e Gr a n d Lodg e of Ma r y la n d, Wa sh in g ton  u sed som e w or ds th a t  a r e n ow  especia lly  a ppr opr ia te.  Wa sh in g ton

told th e or der  th a t  h e "con ceiv ed it  to be th e in dispen sa ble du ty  of ev er y  A m er ica n  . . .  to com e for w a r d in  su ppor t  of th e

g ov er n m en t  of h is ch oice,  a n d to g iv e a ll th e a id in  h is pow er  tow a r ds m a in ta in in g  th a t  in depen den ce w h ich  w e h a v e so dea r ly

pu r ch a sed."

Su ch  in v olv em en t  by  ev er y  A m er ica n  is a s essen t ia l toda y  a s it  w a s in  Geor g e Wa sh in g ton 's da y .

I do ex pr ess to a ll of y ou  m y  deepest  th a n ks for  th is tr ibu te,  a n d I a sk th a t  w e r esolv e tog eth er  to h on or  Geor g e Wa sh in g ton  a n d

A m er ica  by  per petu a t in g  th e n a t ion a l h er ita g e h e en g en der ed th r ou g h  th e pr in ciples w h ich  g u ide ou r  or der -fr ien dsh ip,  m or a lity ,

a n d br oth er ly  lov e.

I th a n k y ou  v er y ,  v er y  kin dly .

Note: The President spoke at 12 noon at the unveiling of the Gerald R. Ford Masonic Medallion. In his opening remarks, he referred to

Raymond Ellis, president, and Marvin Fowler, executive secretary of the memorial.
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